852	MEMOIRS   OF  RACHEL.
" Your aunt* is very well : she laughs, she sings, she would
dance to make me' smile, and that is not always easy, for I
am often thinking that I am far from my dear little ones. It
is true that I find some comfort in the thought that I am a
voluntary exile for a few months, in order that I may return
to my children strong and healthy, to leave them no more.
" I have just made an effort to write you so long a letter,
for writing fatigues and agitates me— two things strictly pro-
hibited by the physicians. I can, therefore, write to no one
else by this mail.
"I hope you will prove your gratitude by writing me a
long letter. Tell me all your thoughts, and all the news, if
you know of any, for we can get no papers here.
" I shall write to my dear parents by the next boat. There
was an earthquake in Alexandria while we were there. There
was no harm done, but it made a great impression upon me.
It is a sublime horror. In Cairo there were several acci-
dents. I must now bid you good-by, inclosing a thousand
kisses."
This letter is charming from its simplicity; it was evidently
written by the mother herself, and bears no resemblance to
those written for her by her too numerous secretaries.
"We have also in the above epistle a very amiable and doubt-
less correct picture of Sarah's endeavors to cheer her invalid
sister. Malicious telltales have asserted that this entente cor-
dials, did not last long, and that the absence of this kind, laugh-
ing, singing sister soon became the most ardent wish of the
tragedienne. Apropos of this, the following little anecdote went
the rounds. We give it as we find it in one of the periodicals
of that day, without at all warranting its authenticity :
i " Sad news from our great tragedienne : she suffers from two
evils — bronchitis and her sister Sarah. Deeming the imme-
diate removal of the greater evil might ameliorate her condi-
tion, and afford her a better chance for future relief from both,
she expressed a wish that Mademoiselle Sarah would go to
Paris in order to make some purchases there. Her motive
* M&dejnoiselle Sarah,

